i Sabbath School Children.

PUBLISHED BY JORN METCALF;

WENDELL, MASS.




@ooagsanaaal

=)
o
(]
(=]
)
(&)
)
o
©
®
i)




ADVICE

O

Sabbath School Children.

{ —o99—
J. METCALF....WENDELL, MASS.

1831.




*

*

ABCDEFG
HIJKLMN
OPQRSTU
VWXY Z.

a bcgef s hij
klmnopgqrs
oy wx y z &

2.0 fi fl M M.

1234567890.

*
¥




ADTICR

TO

Sabbath School Children.
—aCp—

{ My prfr CHILDREN,

Waex our blessed Saviour was upon
earth, little children were brought to him,
and he kindly took them in his arms, laid
his hands upon them, and blessed them.
You have read this pleasing account in
the New Testament, and you have been
taught that this kind Saviour came down .
from heaven, and was called Jesus, be-
cause he should. save his people from
their sins; you have learned that God
Almighty will punish all wicked people -
after death, by sending them into a
dreadful place. ow, consider, children,
that you are all sinners, and though you
are young, be sure thm, unless you re-
pent, and put your trust in Jesus Christ,
God will cast you off forever, and then
you must be miserable. But Jesus
Christ loves little ¢hildren who come to
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him; he was nailed to the cross, and died
to save them; and he will bless them,
while they live; and, when they die, he
will take their souls up to heaven to him-
self, where they will be happy with the
blessed angels for ever. Now if you love
him, my dear children, you will try and
do what he says, and that is what we
mean by your duty. Out of love, there-
fore, to you, we give you this little book,
which sets before you some of the good
instructions which are so kindly given by
your friends in the Sabbath School: you
must take care to keep in mind these
things, if you would behave like children
who love their Saviour, and hope to go to
Leaven. Read, therefore, this affection-
ate admonition, consider it well, and
pray to God for grace, that you may prof-
1t by it.

1. Be early and constant in your at-
tendance at  School.  Many naughty
children come perhaps on one Sabbath,
and then are absent for the two or three
following ones; this shews that they have
no desire to learn ; if they loved our Sa-
viour, they would not do so. Let not
trifles keep you away, do not mind a lit-
tle cold or a little rain; but hasten to
School, and if you are there before your
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teachers, they will be pleased with you,
and welcome you with a smile; they wi
also be encouraged to take pains with
od children, and you will go on
regularly, will not forget your former
lessons, and be obliged to learn them
over a s foolish and idle children
must of Such early attendance
will prevent your class being thrown into
confusion ; and your teachers will be de-
lighted to find that you are always ready
for them, as soon as they are ready for
you.

2. Be very attentive to instruction.
If, instead of minding what is said to you,
you gaze about the School, and look at
the other children, you will still remain
ignorant. When your teachers are ex-
plaining what you have been reading, lis-
ten, and try to understand them. When
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you are learning your lesson, keep your
eyes fixed upon your book, and take as
much pains as you can, that you may re-
peat it quite perfectly.

3. Be silent in your cl Do not
whisper and talk with those who sit next
you; you have much to learn, and little
time for the purpose ; make it not less by
your own carelessness,

4. Be thankful to your teachers.  They
seek your welfare; you hear them pray
for you, and they often do so when you
are not with them. Their heart’s desire
and prayer to God for you, is, that you
may be saved ; they would bring you to
Jesus Christ, that you may be delivered
from the wrath of God and endless mis-
ery, through his precious blood shed for
you; that you may be saved from your
sins, by ercm'mcc and faith in him;
that you may be taught to pray to God
through him ; and that, by his grace; you
may learn and obey his holy command-
ments, forsake all sin, do his will all the
days of your life, and when you die, in-
herit the kingdom of heaven. Whenev-
er, therefore, they admonish you, take
heed to their words, fix your eyes upon
them, and your thoughts on what they
gay : it is for your good, that they take
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ipains with you; they are seeking your
salvatior, and your -endless happiness.
How unkind will it be, if you do not love
‘them! How insensible must you be, if
you do mnot profit by their instruction!
How dreadful will your case be, if, in the
day of judgment, they should be obliged
to bear witness against you, that they
taught you, and laboured to bring you to
salvation, but you would not! On the con-
trary, how joyful will it be for both, if you
are placed together at the right hand of
our blessed Saviour, and hear him say,
 Come, ye blessed children of my Fa-
ther, receive the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world.”

5. Honour and_obey your parents.
Remember, this is God’s commandment.
Consider this when you repeat the fifth
commandment ; grieve them not by im-
pertinence and obstinacy ; dare not to
answer them with passion or disrespect ;
never speak evil of them, nor let others
do so in your hearing; be always gentle,
humble, and dutiful, in your manmer;
never frown, or be perverse, or idle, when
they require you to work, but shew that
you are willing and industrious; be a
comfort to them, attend on them in sick-
ness, read your books to them, and tell
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them what your teachers say to you; -and
strive, as much as in you lies, to be the
staff of their old age, like r“r)otl Joseph in
the Scripture. So "God and they  will
bless you ; and you will be like our bles-
sed "mn who, was subject to his pa-
rents in his duldlmod and cared and pro-
vided for his aged mother even while he
hung upon the cross.,

6. Love your brothers and sisters. Be
kind in your behaviour to each other, and
shew ‘your love hy actions as well as
words. ‘Do all in your power to make




them happy ; let brothers especially be-
have with gentleness to their sisters;
they are by nature more weak and de-
fenceless, and therefore brothers should
treat them with peculiar tenderne If
your brothers or sisters displease you, do
not speak angrily to them, but be patient,
and forgive them, as you hope our bles-
sed Saviour will forgive you. ~If they rail
at you, rail not again ; but pray for them ;
let them see that you love them still, and
they will be ashamed of themselves, or,
even if they are not, our Saviour will be
pleased with you ; for when he was revil-
ed, he reviled not again. It is a sad
thing when brothers and sisters quarrel,
and dreadful when they strike each oth-
er; but a good and pleasant thing when
brethren dwell together in unity and love.

¢ Birds in their little ne
And tis a shameful sight,
When children of one family
Fall out, and chide, and fight.”

agree,
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7. Reverence the Lord's Day. It is
appointed for the worship of God ; and
all its hours should be employed in his
service. On this holy day, you must give
up your amusements, and have as little as
possible to do with worldly things; on
this day, you are taught to read the word
of God, and you go with your school-fel~
lows, to worship him in his house ; there
you are to join with the congregation in
prayer and praise, and to hear the minis~
ter of God preach the Gospel, which is to
make men wise unto salvation, through:
faith which is in Christ Jesus. Let your
behaviotir be very scrious when you are
thus engaged ; listen to every word which
the minister speaks; he is the messenger
of God Almighty, and' speaks as if Christ
Jesus besought you by him: to be recon-
ciled to God. Pray to God, that his word
may prove a bl g to you, and try to
understand all you hear. Good children
will not only endeavour to recollect the
text and part of the sermon, but will also
repeat them to their parents and teachers.
Those who are idle, careless, or sleepy,
in the house of (wd act as if there was
no fear of God before thei r eyes.

8. Read, daily, in the Bible. It is the
word of God himself; it points out the




Ivation by our Saviour Jesus
if you love him, you will delight
in reading about him in the Bible. God’s
word is given for a light unto your feet,
and a lamp unto your path: you know
the use of a lamp in a dark night; such
is the Bible, a light to guide us in this
dark world. Ignorance and wickedness
are the darkness of the world; Jesus is
the light, and the Bible is to instruct you
in the knowledge and love of him. Obey
its commands, avoid what it forbids, fol-
low its directions; and, when you read
it, pray to God to give you understand-
ing, and a heart to receive its truths, that
by his grace and blessing you may profit
by them.







