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HUMMING-BIRDS.

Hummive-pirps are the smallest of the feathered
tribe, some being not much more than half an inch
in length; they are the most beautiful in the tex-
ture and colors of their plumage; for no matter
nor other substance can come up to the richness
of their tints, or the glowing brilliancy of their
metallic reflections, They are the most active of
il known birds, exceeding in this respect even the
swifts, they are still more powerfully Wi"§Ed’ in
proportion to their size, than these are ; and there
are no birds which have the breast and the bones
which give firmness to the shoulder more finely
developed. In fact, the whole of their energy is
concentrated upon this part of their organization,
and their different styles of flight are all equally
vigorous. Suspended in the air, and hovering
over a flower, their wings move with so much
rapidity that they are not seen except as gleams
of light of different colors, but all radiant, as the
beams of the sun take them at those angles at
which they give out their different lustres; and
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while the rapid motion of the wings thus renders
them invisible, except as gleams of light playing
around the little body of the bird, they make a
sound similar to that of the humming produced by
the wings of bees and other insects; and itis on
account of this, that they get their English name
of humming-birds,

The texture of their plumage is indeed as worth:
of attention as the tints of color, and the brilliant
metallic reflections; for though they are very little
birds in all the species, and not larger than hum-
ble-bees in the most minute one, their plumage 1s
exceedingly compact, and probably forms a better
defence against alternations of heat and cold, and
of drought and moisture, than that of any other
birds whatever. The individual feathers are beau-
tifully formed ; and more compactly laid than those
of any others, if we except the under parts espe-
cially, of those birds which are almost constantly
in the water without ever getting wet.

One of the most curious of the humming-birds,
is the one seen on the opposite page. It is called
the bartailed humming-bird. It is a most singular
species, and considerably larger than many of the
others. The tail is the most singular part of this
bird. Tt consists of two parts, standing out at an
angle to each other like the letter V. Altogether,
it 1s one of the most singular appendages to be met
with in the whole feathered creation; and though
we are not very well informed with regard to the
mamners of many of the family, the strong fortifi-
cation of coverts which this tail possesses would
lead us to conclude that it is capable of some cor-
responding action which is essential to the welfare
of the bird
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Bnowbirds.
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THE SNOWBIRD.

WnEN winter comes mrrayed in garments of
snow, the little snowbirds may be scen, waving
their wings against the sunlight, and Jooking Jike
stars of silver. The scientific name of the bird is
snowbunting. It generally inhabits the higher re-
gions of the arctic circles, but as _the severe cold
comes on, it migrates over the United States, and
also Burope and Asia. Early in December, they
descend into the northern states, in large flocks,
either immediately before, or soon after a fall of
snow. Amid the snowdrifts, flocks of these “ bad-
weather birds,” as they are termed by the Swedes,
flit about in restless and hungry troops, resting for
a moment in the fences or trees, and then again on
the wing. At times, pressed by hunger, they alight
near the door of the farmhouse, or approach the
barn, and in very severe weather, will even ven-
ture into the outhouses in search of seeds or
crumbs: but when the weather becomes milder,
they are much more shy. They seem to be aware
also of the advantages to be derived by them from
larger birds scratching the earth, and in some de-
gree keep company with partridges, wild-turkeys,
and even squirrels, in order to pick up the food
rejected by these animals as beneath their notice.
The snowbird is a true hopping-bird, and makes
its little leaps without the least appearance of mov-
ing either 1cet or legs; in which circumstances it
resembles the sparrow. Another of its habits is,
that it resorts at night during severe cold weather,
to stacks of corn and hay, in which they form a
bole, and remain snug in it, during the continuanco
of such weather. /




8 CHILD’S BOOK OF BIRDS.

THE CARRIER PIGEON.

Tms beautiful bird is very swift on the wing,
and will pass over a great distance of country in a
short time. From very remote ages, they have
been employed to conyey intelligence on particular
occasions. They have till recently been so used,
but messages are now sent by telegraph with a
speed which far outstrips their flight. But they are
still employed in some parts of Europe. The
pigeons to be used for such a purpose, are taker.
from the place, to which the intelligence is ‘intend-
ed to be sent, and the letter, of as little weight as
possible, is fastened to the wings i such a way as
not to impede their use; and then they are let
loose, when ti:ey return directly and quickly to
their home, by an unaccountable instinct.
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THE SACRED IBIS.

Tus bird has been very celebrated from com-
paratively remote antiquity, for its real or supposed
services to the ancient Egyptians, in destroying
offensive and poisor >us reptiles, and generally for
scavengers’ work done about the tem(inles and
houses.  Tor these reasons it was admitted into the
temples themselves among the numerous other ani-
mal-gods of the Egyptians; and mummies of it
were preserved with the same assiduous labor of
embalming as those of men and monkeys. Itisa
bird of the size of a common fowl, with the plu-
mage entirely white, except the quills, the points of
which are black ; and the tail, the bill, and the feet,
are also black, and so is the naked skin on the
head and neck.

1*
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THE WILD-TURKEY.

Turs bird, on account of its great size and heauty,
its value as a rich and delicate article of food, and
the circumstance of its being the origin of the do-
mostic race, which is now dispersed over America
and Europe, is one of the most interesting to be
found in the United States.

I'he wild-turkeys do not confine themselves to
any particular food. They eat maize, all sorts of
berries, fruits, grass, and beetles; and even tad
poles, young frogs, and lizards, are occasionally
found in their crops. Where the pecan-nut is
plentiful, they prefer it to auy other kind of nutri-
ment; but their move general predilection is in
favor of the acorn, on which they rapidly fatten.
When a profuse crop of acorns is produced in a
section of the country which they inhabit, great
numbers of turkeys are enticed from their ordinary
haunts in the surrounding districts. About the be-
ginning of October, while the mast still remains on
the trees, they assemble in flocks, and direct their
course to the rich bottom-lands; and so constant
is their appearance, that the sezson of this irrup-
gion is known to the Indians by the name of the
turkey-month. At this time the males, which are
usually termed gobblers, associate in parties num-
bering from ten to a hundred ; the females move
about_singly with their young, or, with other fe-
males, form troops of seventy or eighty. Many
wonderful stories have been told of the immense
size which this bird attains; and turkeys of sixty
pounds and upward in weight are spoken of as
wot uncommon. When fully grown, the wild-tar
key measures nearly four feet in length.







