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FRIENDLY VISIT
HOUSE OF MOURNING

In the day of adversity consider.
ECCL. Vii. 14.

Many are the sayings of the Wise

In ancient and modern books enroll'd

Extolling Patience..

But to th’ afflicted in ks pangs their sound

Little prevails ; or rather seems a tune

Harsh, and of dissonant mood from his com-
plaint,

Unless he feel within

Some source of consolation from above ;

Secret rctrEshmga that repair his strength,

And fainting spirits uphold.
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A FRIENDLY VISIT, &c.

——

YOUR prefent afflition, my dear
frieid, demands fomething more than
the uiual forms of condolence. Sorrow,
which like yours, cannot be prevented,
may yet be alleviated and improved. This
is my defign in addreffing you, and
if I feem to intrude upon your retire-
ment, let my motive be my apology.
Having felc how much letter it is to go to
the houfe of mourning than to the houfe of
Jeafting ; (Ecel. vii. 2.) having received
my belk Lefans, Companions, and even
Comforts in it 5 I would adminifter from
my little fock of experience : and while
I thus endeavour to affif your medita-
tions, fhall rejoice if I may contribute,
though but a mite, to your comfort.

Were I, indeed, acquainted with the
peculiar circumftances of your lofs, I



thould employ particular confiderations :
but my prefent addrefs can have only a
general aim ; which is to acquaint the
heart, at a favourable moment, with its
grand concerns; to give it a ferious im-
preflion when foftened ; and an heavenly
direction when moved ; Let us, therefore,
fit down humbly together in this houfe of
mourning : If the beart of the wife be
Jfound (Eccl. vii. 4.) here, your experi-
ence, I hope, will prove that here alfo it
is formed : and let us calmly contemplate
fome momentous Objecs intimately con-
nected with it, and viewed with peculiar
advantage from it.

Our GOD is the firft of thefe objects .
with him we feldom form any clofe ac-
quaiatance till we meet him in trouble,
He commands filence now, that He may
be heard ; and removes intervening ob-
je@ts, that He may be feen. A Sove-
rE1eN Disro appears, who, as Lord
of all, hath only refumed what he lent ;
whofe will is the law of his creatures ;
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and who exprefsly declares his will in the
prefent afflition. We fhould ferioufly
confider, that all allowed repugnance to
the determinations of his government,
(however made known to us) is fin ; and
that every wifh to alter the appointments
of his wifdom is folly : we know not what
awe aft.—When Gop difcovers himfelf in
any matter, thofe who know him, awill
keep filence before him. (Hab. ii. 20.) Shall
he that contendeth with the Almighty inflrué&
him ? How jult was the reply ; ¢Behold I
am wile ! what fball I anfwer thee 2 I awill
lay my hand upon my mouth.’ (Job xl. 2, 4.)

This filent fubmiffion under trying dif-
penfations, is varioufly exemplified as
well as inculcated in the fcriptures. An
awful inftance of fin and forrow occurs in
the family of Aaron; his fons difregar-
ded a divine appointment, and there awent
out fire from the Lord, and devoured them ;
but Aavon held his peace. (Lev. x. 2. 8.)
Eli, in fimilar circumftances, filenced his
heart with this fingle but fufficient confi-




deration, © [t is the Lord.” (1 Sam. iii.
18.) David; undera ftroke which he de-
clares confumed him, obferves, I was
dumb, [opened not my mouth; becanfe THOU
didp i’ (Pfa. xxxix. 9.) And Job, when
fiript of every comfort, bleffed the name
of Him who took away, as well as gave.
(Job i. 21.) Whatever be the nature of
your calamity, may it be attended with
fuch an humble and child-like spirit ds
thefe poffeffed !

But the Sovereign Difposer is alfo the
Compaflionate Father, Among other in-
ftances of his tendernefs, you may have
obferved the peculiar fupports he affords
under peculiar srials. Let us mark, and
acknowledge, the hand which mingles
mercy with judgment, and alleviation
with diftrefs. The parents I have juft
mentioned loft their children under ¢ir-
cumftances far more diftrefling than
yours :—The defire of your eyes (if not
the idol of your heart) was, perhaps, al-
moft a firanger : you firove hard to de-






