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THE -ELERHANIT.
% &

S &
{4;{5 The Elephant is the largest, the &
éx most intelligent, and most powerful of
# all land ammals He is an inhabitant
&3 of Imha, Africa, and the island of £2
Ceylon, in the great forests of “}uch@
pd he runs wild.
%%  In shape this animal can not hefg}
7 compared to any other. His back is &
# high and arched; his body is very %
& o large and remarkably round ; his neck 5
short and thick ; his ears bro(ul his
{}65 es small, but brilliant, and full of {5
Q-*-l expression ; his legs thick and long,
and his feet divided into five bhort
é}% and rounded toes. His nose is con- ¥
tinued out so as to form a probocis, or %
‘i truuk, the end of which reaches to the @
7 ground.
%37 The trunk of the Elephant is of
58 more use to him than our hands are to
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THE ELEPHANT.

At the end of it are the nostrils &
cough which he draws in water and
&5 puts in his mouth when he wishes to
‘;??;drink. In the picture ofe Elephant
8

o7 18 seen taking up the water, and the
4 other in the act of drinking. 2}
With his trunk the Elephant alsé g
gathers and puts the food into his é%
mouth, selects herbs and flowers, ]
5 defends himself, from his enemies,
and breathes through it—so that it
serves him for a nose, as well as%
hands. With it he often throws clods
} and stones with great force and precis- |
ion. 'There was an Elephant once— ;
% in France, 1 believe—that was taught
.é}m play at ball. He would throw lhe§
v ball with more force than a man, and &
; with nearly as good aim.
@ On each side of his trunk there

' tusks he uses, as well as his trunk, to
&3 defend himself from his enemies.

g} With

@msk, which is ivory. 'These l\voé‘%
%
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ELEPHANTS DRINKING.
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% Buffalo into the ain. Terrible battles §f§
«,3 sometimes take vlace between the &
& Elephant and the Rhinoceros; but the &
% former generally retreats, if possible.
{ The picture reprepresents a Rhmoce-@
§,\ ros attacking two Elephants. &
The skin of the Elephant is thnk@
‘} and rough, resembling the bark of an
& old B fuil grown one will &3
@ weigh from eight to ten thousand &
pmm(]s, or as much as eight or ten
*“‘ fatted oxen, and often much more. '3’1
& His ack is about as hi gh as the head ° i
of a man would be, if he stood on the &
@ shoulders of another man. They are ¢
i from eight to thirteen feet hlﬂh and ".
{'3‘ from ten to fifteen feet long. <
His color is cummonly a dark @
bluish brown; but some are milk g
@ white. .White L ]ephims are SO@
&2 highly prized by the princes of the 5
L’lbt as to be sometimes the occasion @
of wars. The king of Pegu, hearing ¥
€8 that the king of Siam had two white 58
s Elephants, sent messengers to him to {%
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LEPHANT.

£ buy them, offering any sum that should *
be asked. But the king of Siam rohmed
to part with them. "This so enraged 433
the king of Pegn, that he very wickedly 7
@and unjustly sent an army and con-é;
% quered the king of Siam, and took not e‘ﬁ
@cmly his two white Elephants, but his f§
whole country from him.
The commen food of the Elephant
%15 roots, leaves, and small branches £ 5{;}
of trees, which he pulls down with
ﬁ}hls trunk, as seen in the picture. He ¥ &
%also eats hay, oats, and almost every ¥ *73
kind of fruit. In ecach jaw he has &
., four grinders, which weigh from three &,
‘:‘3 to four it h, and ~;
pounds each, and measure
# from eight to nine m(-hea in length.
His hearing is remarkably fine, and he g
dehghts in music. His smell is very
delicate, and he takes great pleasure in gé
&5 the scent of sweet ﬂo\vers and herbs. &%
@ The sense of touch is equally nice, in é)
the end of his trunk, for he can feel the %
& smallest thing, and can pick up a piece é
of money, or a straw from the floor.
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