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THE BEAR.

There are two principal varieties of the bear,—-the
brown and the black. - The former is found in almost ev-
ery climate, the black Bear chiefly in the forests of the
northern regions of Europe and America.

The brown Bear is sometimes carniverous ; but its gen-
eral food is roots, fruits. and vegetables.

It is a savage and solitary animal, lives in desert and
unfrequented places, and chooses its den in the most dan-
gerous and inaccessible precipices of unfrequented moun
tains. It retires alone to its den about the end of autumn,
(at.which time it is exceedingly fat) and lives for several
weeks in a state of total inactivity and abstinence from
food.  During this time, the female brings forth ner
young, and suckles them. She chooses her retreat for
that purpose, in the most retired places, apart from the
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male, lest heshould devour them. She makes a warm bed
for her young, and attends them with unremitting care dur-
ing four months, and in all that time scarcely allows her-
self any nourishment. She brings forth two, and some-
times three young atatime. The cubs are round and
shapeless, with pointed muzzles ; but they are not licked
into torm by the female, as Pliny and other ancient natu

alists supposed. At first they do not exceed eight inches
in length. They are blind during the first four weeks, are
of a pale yellow colour, and have scarcely any resem-
blance of the creatnre when arrived at maturity.

Tn the spring, the cold Bears, attended by their young,
come out from their retreats, lean, and almost famished by
their long confinement. They then ransack every quar-
ter in search of food. They frequently climh trees, and
devour the fruit in great quantities, particularly the date-
plumb tree, of which they are exceedingly fond. They
ascend these trees with surprising agility, keep themselves
firm on the branches with one paw, and with the other col-
lect the fruit.

The Bear is remarkably fond of honey, which it will
encounter great difficulties to obtain, and seeks for with
great cunning and avidity.

It enjoys, ina superior degree, the senses of hearing,
smelling and touching.—Its ears are short and rounded 5
and its eyes are small, but lively and penetrating, and de-
fended by a nictating membrane : From the peculiar form-
ation of the internal parts of its nose, its sense of smelling
is exceedingly exquisite : The legs and thighs are strong
and muscular : It has five toes on each foot, and uses its
fore foot as a hand, although the toes are not separeted
as in most animals that do so ; the largest finger is on the
outside.




THE SHEEP.

The Sheep, in its present domestic state, seems so far
removed from a state of nature, that it may be deemed a
difficult matter to point out its origin. Climate, food, and,
above all, the unwearied arts of cultivation contribute to
render this animal, in a peculiar manner, the creature of
man 3 to whom it is obliged to trust entirely for its protec-
tion, and to whose necessities it largely contributes.
Though singularly inoffensive, and harmless even to a
proverb, it does not appear to be that stupid, inanimate
creature “described by Buffon, “devoid of every art of self-
preservation, without courage, and even deprived of every
instinctive faculty, we are led to conclude that the Sheep,
of all other animals, is the most contemptible and stupid :”
But amidst those numerous flocks which range without
controul on extensive mountains, where they seldom depend
upon the aid of the shepherd, it will be found to assume a
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very different character : In those situations, a Ram or a
Wedder will boldly attack a single dog, and often come
off victorious ; but when the danger is more alarming,
they have recourse to the collected strength of the whole
flock. On such occasions they draw up into a compact
body, placing the young and the females in the centre ;
while the males take the foremost ranks, keeping close by
each other. Thus an armed frontis presented to all quar-
ters, and cannot easily be attacked without danger or des-
truction to the assailant. In this manner they wait with
firmness the approach of the enemy ; nor does their cour-
age fail them in the moment of attack : For, when the ag-
gressor advances within a few yards of the line, the Rams
dart upon him with such impetuosity, as to lay him dead
at their feet, unless he save himself by flight. ~ Against the
attacks® of single Dogs or Foxes, when in this situation
they are perfectly secure.—A Ram, regardless of danger,
will sometimes engage a Bull ; and, as his forehead is
much harder than that of any other animal, he seldom
fails to conquer : For the Bull, by lowering his head, re-
ceives the stroke of the Ram between his eyes, which
usuaily brings him to the ground.
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THE GOAT.

This lively, playful, and capricious creature, though in
ferior to the Sheep in value, in various instances bears a
strong affinity to that useful animal.

The Goat is much more hardy than the Sheep, and is,
in every respect, more fitted for a life of liberty. It is nut
easily confined to a flock, but chuses its own pasture, stray-
ing wherever its appetite or inclination leads.—Tt chiefly
delights in wild and mountainous regions, climbing the
loftiest rocks, and standing secure on the verge of inacces-
sible and dargerous precipices ; although, as Ray vbserves,
one would hardly suppose that their feet were adapted to
such perilous achievements ; yet, upon a nearer inspection,
we find that Nature has provided themy with hoofs well
calculated for the purpose of climbing ; they are hollow
underneath, with sharp edges, like the inside of a spoon,
which prevcnt them from sliding off the rocky eminences
they frequent.
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The Goat is an animal easily sustained, and is chiefly
therefore the property of those who inhabit wild and un-
cultivated regions, where it finds an ample supply of food
from the spontaneous productions of Nature, in situations
inaccessible to other creatures. It delights in the heathy
mountain, or the shrubby rock, rather than the fields culti-
vated by human industry. Its favourite food are the tops
of the boughs, or the tender bark of young trees. It bears
a warm climate better than the Sheep, and frequently
sleeps exposed to the hottest rays of the sun.

The milk of the Goat is sweet, nourishing, and medi-
cinal, and is found highly beneficial in consumptive cases.

Several places in the north of England and the moun-
tainous parts of Scotland are much resorted to for the pur-
pose of drinking the milk of the goat ; and its effects have
been often salutary in vitiated and debilitated habits.

In many parts of Ireland, and in the Highlands of Scot-
land, their Goats make the chief possessions of the inhab-
itaats 3 and, in most of the mountainous parts of Europe,
supply the natives with many of the necessaries of life :
They lie upon beds made of their skins, which are soft,
clean, and wholesome ; they live upon their milk, and
cat bread ; they convert part of it into butter, and some
into cheese. The flesh of the kid is considered as a great
rarity ; and, when properly prepared, is esteemed by
some as little inferior to venison.
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THE ASS.

The Ass, it is probable, was originally a native of Ara-
bia and other parts of the East : The deserts of Lybia and
Numidia, and many parts of the Archipelago, contain vast
herds of wild Asses, which run with such amazing swift-
ness, that even the fleetest Horses of the country can hard-
ly overtake them. They are chiefly caught by the na-
tives on account of their flesh, which is eaten by them, and
considered asa deliciousrepast. The flesh of the common or
tame Ass is however drier, more tough, and disagreeable
than that of the Horse: Galen says, it is even unwhole-
some : Its milk, on the contrary, is an approved remedy
for certain disorders.

The Ass, like the Horse, was originally imported into
America by the Spaniards, where it has run w:ld, and be-
come extremely numerous. Ulloa informs us that, in the
kingdom of Quito, they hunt them in the following man-
ner :—A number of persons on horseback, attended by







