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A BOW DRAWN AT A VENTURE.
T

Prruars some of our young readers amuse
themselves at times by practising with the
bow and arrows, and a very pleasant pas-
time, no doubt, it is to them. But, then,
instead of “ drawing the bow at a venture,”
they have an aim. They set up their target,
and try to fix their arrows in the centre;
and the nearer they come to this the more
skilful they think themselves. Skill is
always of use, although its real value must
very much depend upon the way it is em-
ployed, and the end to which it is applied
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‘We dare say most of you know the story
of William Tell ; but it is so much to our
purpose, that we think it will bear telling

>
8

once more. About the year 1300, an Austrian

of the name of Gesler was made the governor
of the Swiss ; he was very cruel and proud.
He caused his hat to be fixed on a pole in
the market-place of a town of which William
Tell was a native, with a command to all the
people, upon pain of death, to bow before it
as they would to himself if he were present.
Tell would not pay this homage, and was
therefore ordered to be hanged, ha ving,

however, the choice presented to him of

shooting at a certain distance an apple from
the head of his own son. This Tell acoepted,
and performed his task so well, that he
succeeded in striking off the apple without
touching his boy. Was he not, in this one
successful act, well repaid for all the pains
he had taken in becoming a good archer ?

Another true story which we shall mention
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is not quite so well known. Aster, a cele-
brated archer of Greece, offered his services
to Philip, king of Macedon, telling him, in
proof of his skill, that he could bring down
birds in their most rapid flight. Philip
said, “ Well, I will take you into my service
when T make war upon starlings.” This
reply so enraged Aster, that he went to
Methone, a small city which Philip was then
besieging, and from thence aimed an arrow
at the monarch, on which was written, «To
Philip’s right eye;” and so sure was his aim,
that he put out the sight of the king’s right
eye. Philip then shot the arrow back with
these words on it, “ If Philip take the city
hewill hang up Aster.” And so it was, when
the city was taken, the archer was hung.
Both these stories show, though in different:
ways, the truth of what we have said, that
the value of skill very much depends upon
the use we make of it. William Tell’s skill
was the means of saving his own life and
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Jhat of his child; while Aster employed his
salent in wickedly revenging an insult, and
‘n the end losing his life.

Very often we find, in Scripture, that the
bow is spoken of. We will notice only one
instance ; and let us look a little at the
history connected with it. But you must
take up your Bibles, for we cannot do with-
out them, and, turning to the eighteenth
chapter of the second book of Chronicles, we
shall find that Ahab, the wicked king of
Israel, had requested Jehoshaphat, the pious
king of Judah, to go up with him to Ramoth-

. Gilead to war against the king of Syria.
¢ Now, see what it is to keep company with
wicked people, and how little trust is to be
placed in their friendship. “The king of
Syria had commanded the captains of the
chariots that were with him, saying, Fight
ye not with small or great, save only with
the king of Israel.” So the cowardly and
selfish king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
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“I will disguise myself, and will go to the
battle; but put thou on thy robes.” He
would rather that he were slain than himself.
But God appeared in behalf of Jehoshaphat.
And then comes the verse, “ And a certain
man drew a bow at venture, and smote the
king of Israel between the joints of the
” (or armour). The archer did not
know that it was the king of Israel, and the
but it was the
ows shot that

harness

bow was drawn at a ventur

most successful of all the ar
day.

Now, this is exactly our position with

wd to our young readers. We do not
my of you. We are ignorant of your
tempers and habits, your studies and pur-
suits and sports. We do not know whether
you have any brothe
you are an only child. So, in writing te
you, we must “draw our bow at a venture.”
But we want our words to be like so many
arrows, and to reach your minds and hearts,
A2

or sisters, or whether
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and fasten themselves in the faults that are
there. And we are going to speak, first of
all, about

The undue love of self is a very common
fault, and the source of many others; such
as envy, jealousy, and backbiting : and,
when people are very selfish, they will some-
times tell falsehoods, and cheat, and be very
unkind to others, for the sake of serving
themselves and getting their own way.
Selfishness is very displeasing to God. It
is a breaking of the command which teaches
us to “love our neighbours as ourselves,” and
to “do to others as we would they should do
unto us;” for those who are selfish love
themselves better than they love any one
else, and would be very sorry if others were
to do to them as they do to others. Those
who are selfish are never loved by anybody,
and of course canmot be truly happy, not
half so happy as those who are willing to
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give up their own wishes and pleasure for
the sake of others.

We know a youth, we will not tell you his
name, or where he lives; but he is of a very
sclfish temper, and it shows itself in all sorts
of ways. When he was quite young, he was
so jealous that he could not bear to see his
mother kiss his little brothers and sisters;
and he wanted all their toys, though he
ne gave them any of his own ; and if he
could not have them, he would try to spoil
their pleasure by breaking them. If any
cake or fruit were handed to him, he always
picked the largest and the best. In cold
weather he always tried to get the seat next
the fire; and, in summer, one near an open
window ; and, if there were any sight to be
seen, he always chose the best place for
seeing it, and he did not mind pushing, or
behaving very rudely, for the sake of getting
it. He might have known, if he had
thought about it, that somebody must have
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the worst seat and the worst place ; but, the
truth is, he never thought of anybody but
himself; and, if he had, he would not have
been willing to give up to them.

And he was just the same at school as he
was at home and in company : he cheated
so in his games, that at last none of the
boys would play with him ; and he almost
hated the schoolfellow who happened to take
his place in his class, or to keep the top for
any length of time. As he could not bear
that his master should like anybody better

alwi telling tales of

than him, he wa
those who were favourites with the master
because they were diligent and attentive
boys. But it did not serve his purpose, for
his master was too wise to be misled by it.
He has now left school, and has grown to
be almost a man; but his selfishness has
kept pace, and grown as fast as he has done.
‘What do you think of our story #? Would
any of you choose this youth for a com-
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panion, or desire to imitate his example?
We hope none of you resemble him already.
But we think we see a little boy there,
shrugging his shoulders, and twisting about
as if ho were not quite easy. Has the arrow
hit him, and struck into some selfish practice
he is prone to indulge in? He may draw it
out by degrees. Giving up the habit will
soon ease the smart, and perfect goodwill
and kindness and love will leave no selfish-
ness for the arrow to fasten in. But he can
never alter the past, or do right in the
future, in his own strength; so we must
pray to God to forgive him, for Jesus Christ’s
sake, what he has done amiss, and to give
him a new heart, so that he may strive
against his selfishness in the time to come.
Perhaps some of you, who may pride your-
selves upon being what is called rather
sharp, may say, ¢ We do not see why selfish-
ness should be charged upon us young
people; we know many grown-up persons







