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INTRODUCTION.

THE Compiler of English Grammar,
adapted to the different Classes of learpers,”
having been frequently solicited to publish an
Abridgment of that work, for the use of children
commencing their grammatical studies, he hopes
that the epitome which he now offers w the

public, will be found useful and satisfactory.

His chief view in presenting the book in this
form, is, to preserve the larger work from being
torn and defaced by the younger scholars, in
their first: study of the general outline which 1t
prescribes ; and consequently, to- render their
application to each part both new and inviti
If a small volume is better adapted to the ta:
of children than a large one; and more readily
engages their attention, from the apparent shor
ness of the road they have to travel, the Abridg-
ment will thence derive addi jonal recommend
tions. To give these, arguments the greatest
weight, the book is neatly bound; and priated
\itly a fair letter, and on good paper:




INTRODUCTION.

A stiGuT inspection of the manner in which
the work is executed, will show that it is not
intended to supply the place, or supersede the
use of the original Grammar. If, however, the

hildren as can devote but a
small part of their time to this study, should
think proper to make use of it, they will not, i
is imagined, find it more defective than abridg-
‘ It exhibits a general
scheme of the subjects of Grammar; and con-
s definitions and wales, which the Compiler
has endeavoured to render as exact, cencise,
and intelligible, as the nature of the subject
would admit.

Tig tutors who may adopt this” abridgment,
merely as an introduction to the larger Gram-
mar, will perceive in it a material advantage,
which other short works do not possess;
namely, that the progress of their pupils will
e accelerated, and the pleasure of study in-
creased, when they find themselves advanced
1 a grammar, which exactly pursues the plan
of the book they have studied ; and which does
not perplex them with new definitions, and dis-
cordant views of the subject. The scholars,
also, who in other seminaries may be confined to
this epitome, will be more readily invited after-
wards to: pursue the study of Grammar, when
they perceive, from the intimate connexion of
the books, the facility with which they may im-
prove themselves in the art.
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Lt may justly be doubted, whether there is
any ground for objection to the following com-
pilation, on account of the additional cost it
ation of the larger
Grammar, by using the Abridgment, may, in
most instances, make amends for the charge of
the latter. But were this not the case, Gt is
hoped the period has passed away, in which the
important business of education was, too often,
regulated or influenced by a parsimonious eco-
nomy.

Tue Compiler presumes that no ‘objection
can properly be made to the phraseology, from
an idea that, in books of this kind, the language
should be brought down to the level of what is
familiar to children. It is indeed indispensable,
that our words and phrases should, without re-
quiring much attention and explanation, be in-
telligible to young persons; but it will scarcely
be controverted, that it is better to lead them
forward and improve their language, by proper
examples, than to exhibit ,such as will confirm
them in a feeble and puerile mode of expression.
Children have language, as well as other things,
to learn and cultivate : and if good models are
set before them, instruction and diligence will
soon make them understood, and habit will ren-
der them familiar and pleasing. Perhaps there
is no method by which this advantage may, in
general, be more readily and effectually proe
duced, than by accustoming children to commit
to memory, sentences in which the words are
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properly chosen, and the construction and ar-
rangement correct. This was one object which
the Compiler had in view, when he composed
the Grammar of which this is an epitome ; and
he hopes that he has not '1Iwgelhcl failed in his
endeavours to attain it.—But on this point, or
on any other part of the work, it belongs not
to him to determine: the whole must be referred
to the decision of the impartial and judicious
reader.

Holdgate, near York, 1797.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE ninth and cleventh editions of ‘this work
have been much enlarged and improved. Exer-
cises adapted to the rules, have, in many instan-
ces, been copiously supplied- In particular, the
exercises in parsing have not only been very
considerably augmented; they have also been
moulded into a new form and arrangement,
which the author hopes will facilitate to young
persons the acquisition of this fundamental part
of grammatical knowledge.

An Abridgment must necessarily be concise,
and it will, in some points, be obscure. Those
teachers, therefore, who do not make use of the
author’s larger grammar, in their schools, will
find an ge by lting it lves.’
Many of the rules and positions are, in that work,
supported and illustrated by particular disquisi-
tions ; and the connexion of the whole system is
clearly exhibited. The sizteenth edition of the
duodecimo, Grammar has, in these respects, re-
ceived considerable improvements. The Gram-
mar and Exercises in two yolunes ocloro, may
be consulted with still greater advantage.

Holdgale, near York, 1803







Eixcuisn Gramar is the art of speaking and
writing the English language with propriety.

Ttis divided into four parts viz. ORTHOGRAPHY,
Erymorocy, SYNTAX, and Prosopy.

ORTHOGRAPHY.

= LETTERS.

Orthography teaches the nature and powers of
letters, and the just methed of spelling words.

A letter is the first principle, or least part, of a
word. :

The letters of the English language, called
the English Alphabet, are twenty-six in number.

These letters are the representatives of cer-
tain articulate sounds, the elements=of the Jan-
guage. An articulate sound, is the sound of the
human voice, formed by the organs of speech. -
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ENGLISH GRAMMAR

| The following is a list of the Roman and Italic

Characters.
WOMAN ITALIC. Name
Cap. Small.  Cap. Small

A a Aa a ai

B b B ik be

€ c c ¢ see

D d D d dee

E e E . ee
Fot L. <k ef

6 g G g jee

H h H. . h aitch
g I i i or eye
& 3 81 Jjay

K k K k kay

L 1 L l el

M m M m em

N o N n en

0 o 0 o o
Pp P p pee

Y 0 0 § g ciew

R r S ar
s 8 & ess
SR i i lee

U' u U U o or You
¥ v V.--v vee

W w w double %
xR X eks

Letters are divided into vowels and consonanis

a,e0

¢ other sound
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. ORTHOGRAPHY. i1

A consonant is an articulate sound, which
cannot be perfectly uttered without the help of a
vowel : as, b, d, f, l; which require vowels to
express them fully

The vowels are, a, ¢, 1, 0, %, and sometimes w,
and y.

W and y are consonants when they begin
a word or syllable ; but in every other situation
they are vowels.

Consonants are divided into mutes and ‘semi-
vowels.
The mutes cannot be sounded at all without
the aid of a vowel.. Theyare b,p,? d, k, and ¢
and g hard.

The semi-vowels have an imperfect sound of
themselves. They are f, }, m, n,7,9,8, 2, w.
and ¢ and g soft.*

Four of the semi-vowels, namely {, m, n, r, are
also distinguished by the name of liguids, from
their readily uniting with other consonants, and
flowing as it were into their sounds.

A diphthong is the union of twe vowels, pio-
rounced by a single impulse of the voice ; as, e«
in beat, ou in sound.

A triphthong, the union of three vowels pro-
nounced in like manrer; as, ean in beau, tew i
view.

A proper diphthong is

T which 'mm

improper  dip}
sounded; as ea in eagle;

r the dn[.m'mu between the nature
2 -

r Grammar, 151







